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OutcomesOutcomes
Participants will be able top

– identify the purpose of beginning with 
general education standards, outcomes, 
and activities

– Analyze standards to find the “Big Idea” 

– Identify what students need to “know” and 
“do”
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Step 1Step 1Step 1Step 1
1. Identify or link to the appropriate y pp p

content standard(s). 
– State/District Standard 

– Grade Level Standard(s)

Determine what the standard is about– Determine what the standard is about
• The Big Idea - Wiggins and McTighe
• The Enduring Understanding - WigginsThe Enduring Understanding Wiggins 

and McTighe
• Deconstruct the Standards - Stiggins

U ki th St d d• Unpacking the Standards
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The Big IdeaThe Big Idea
• Goes beyond discrete factsy
• Focuses on large concepts, principles, 

or processesp
• Built by exploring “Enduring 

Understandings” and “Essential g
Questions”
– Why is this topic worth studying? 
– How does it have meaning outside of the 

classroom?
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Deconstruct the StandardsDeconstruct the Standards

• What are the building blocks that lead to 
student success?student success?

The skills ideas concepts and knowledge– The skills, ideas, concepts, and knowledge 
that students need to know and do
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Why Unpack the StandardsWhy Unpack the StandardsWhy Unpack the StandardsWhy Unpack the Standards
• To identify what students need to y

know and be able to do in order to 
show mastery of the standards and y
guide assessment OF the student.  
This guides state assessmentThis guides state assessment 
(summative).
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Why Unpack the Standards?Why Unpack the Standards?

• To identify what students need to 
know and be able to do in order to 
guide instruction and assessment FOR 
the student.  This guides daily g y
instruction and formative assessment.
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Why Unpack the Standards?Why Unpack the Standards?
• We need to prioritize curriculum for our p

students
• Unpacking the standards allows us toUnpacking the standards allows us to 

focus on central ideas that can be 
generalizedgeneralized

• Breaking standards into observable 
building blocks allows for targetedbuilding blocks allows for targeted 
instruction
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Why Start from General 
Education Expectations?Education Expectations?

Near link: the essence of the standard is the 
same but the depth, breadth and complexity 
have been changedg
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Why Start from General 
Education Expectations?Education Expectations?

• Far link: has some of the originalFar link: has some of the original 
content knowledge
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Why Start from General 
Education Expectations?Education Expectations?

• No link: does not connect to theNo link: does not connect to the 
standard content knowledge
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Identify the Focus of the StandardIdentify the Focus of the StandardIdentify the Focus of the StandardIdentify the Focus of the Standard

What do students need to know?What do students need to know?
Nouns

What do students need to do?
Verbs 

To what degree do students need to perform it? 
V b ( Bl ’ L l DOK)Verbs (e.g., Bloom’s Level, DOK)

12 Copyright 2008 University of KY, ILSSA



1. IDENTIFY THE STANDARD(S) THE 
INSTRUCTIONAL UNIT WILL ADDRESSINSTRUCTIONAL UNIT WILL ADDRESS. 
What is the state 
standard?

What is the grade level 
standard?

What is the standard all 
about?

"A population � Students will describeA population 
consists of all 
individuals of a 
species that occur

� Students will describe 
the interrelationships 
and 
inte dependenciesspecies that occur 

together at a 
given place and 
ti All

interdependencies 
within an ecosystem 
and predict the 

time. All 
populations living 
together and the 

effects of change on 
one or more 
components within

physical factors 
with which they 
interact compose 

components within 
an ecosystem.

p
an ecosystem." 
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What is the student supposed to 
know?know?

Students will describe the interrelationships and 
i t d d i ithi t d di t thinterdependencies within an ecosystem and predict the 
effects of change on one or more components within an 
ecosystem. 

Wh t i th t d t ll d

y

• What is the student really supposed 
to know? (nouns)
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What is the student supposed to 
know?know?

Students will describe the interrelationships and p
interdependencies within an ecosystem and 
predict the effects of change on one or more 

i hicomponents within an ecosystem. 

Wh t i th t d t ll d t k ?What is the student really supposed to know? 
(nouns)

How parts of an ecosystem are connected and 
effect each othereffect each other.
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What is the student supposed to 
do?do?

Students will describe the interrelationships and p
interdependencies within an ecosystem and 
predict the effects of change on one or more 
components within an ecosystem.

What is the student really supposed to do? 
(verbs)(verbs) 
– Describe
– PredictPredict 
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To What Degree Do Students 
Need to Perform?Need to Perform?

Use Bloom’s Taxonomy to determine y
what level of complexity is required 
at the general education levelat the general education level. 

Creating

E l ti
For Best Results: 
Work with GeneralEvaluating

Analyzing 

Work with General 
Educators or Content 
Specialists!

Applying
Understanding
Remembering
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Depth of Knowledge

http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/sia/msip/DOK Chart.pdf
19
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1. IDENTIFY THE STANDARD(S) THE 
INSTRUCTIONAL UNIT WILL ADDRESSINSTRUCTIONAL UNIT WILL ADDRESS. 
What is the state 
standard?

What is the grade level 
standard?

What is the standard all 
about?

"A population 
consists of all 
individuals of a

� Students will 
describe the 
interrelationships and

• Evaluate how 
organisms 

ithiindividuals of a 
species that 
occur together at 
a given place

interrelationships and 
interdependencies 
within an ecosystem 
and predict the

within an 
ecosystem 
effect eacha given place 

and time. All 
populations living 

and predict the 
effects of change on 
one or more 

effect each 
other. 

together and the 
physical factors 
with which they

components within 
an ecosystem. 

with which they 
interact compose 
an ecosystem." 20 Copyright 2008 University of KY, ILSSA



Links for Academic Learning

Table 1: Criteria for Instruction and Assessment that Links to Grade Level Content

1 Th t t i d i d i l d th j d i / t d f th t t1. The content is academic and includes the major domains/ strands of the content area as 
reflected in state and national standards (e.g., reading, math, science.)  

2. The content is referenced to the student’s assigned grade level (based on chronological age).
3. The achievement expectation is linked to the grade level content, but differs in depth or 

l it it i t d l l hi tcomplexity; it is not grade level achievement. 
4. There is some differentiation in achievement across grade levels or grade bands. 
5. The focus of achievement promotes access to the activities, materials, and settings typical of 

the grade level but with the accommodations, adaptations, and supports needed for 
indi id ali ationindividualization.

6. The focus of achievement maintains fidelity with the content of the original grade level 
standards (content centrality) and when possible, the specified performance (category of 
knowledge). 

7 Multiple levels of access to the general curriculum are planned so that students with different7. Multiple levels of access to the general curriculum are planned so that students with different 
levels of symbolic communication can demonstrate learning.

Adapted from Browder, D.M., Wakeman, S.Y., Flowers, C.P., Rickelman, R.J., & Pugalee, D. (In press). Creating access to the general curriculum with links to grade 
level content for students with significant cognitive disabilities: An explication of the concept. Journal of Special Education.
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ActivityActivity

• What do students need to know?
– Nouns

• What do students need to do?
Verbs– Verbs 

• To what degree do students need to 
perform it? 
– Verbs (e.g., Bloom’s Level, DOK)( g , , )
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StandardsStandards

Mathematics
2 2 11D Computation and Estimation2.2.11D Computation and Estimation
Describe and explain the amount of error 

th t i t i t ti ithat may exist in a computation using 
estimates.
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StandardsStandards
Science
3.4.4A  Physical Science, Chemistry and Physics

Recognize basic concepts about the structure and 
properties of matter.

D ib ti f tt ( h d• Describe properties of matter (e.g., hardness, 
reactions to simple chemical tests).
• Know that combining two or more substances• Know that combining two or more substances 
can make new materials with different properties.
• Know different material characteristics (e.g., ( g ,
texture, state of matter, solubility).
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StandardsStandards
Reading/ELAReading/ELA
1.3.8A Reading, Analyzing and 

Interpreting LiteratureInterpreting Literature
Analyze the effect of various literary devices.

Sound techniques (e g rhyme rhythm• Sound techniques (e.g., rhyme, rhythm, 
meter, alliteration)

Figurative language (e g personification• Figurative language (e.g., personification, 
simile, metaphor, hyperbole, allusion).
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