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Purpose of Study 

• Determine the current status of transition practices at public school preschools in the U.S. 
• Identify common barriers and facilitators to recommended transition practices. 
• Examine demographic differences in use of transition practices in public school 

preschools. 
 
Methods and Sample 
• Stratified random sampling of 10,000 public school preschool teachers 
• Survey adapted from of Transition at Kindergarten from NCEDL (Pianta et al., 2002) 
• 24.9% response rate (n = 2,434) 
• A total of 83% of respondents served children with special needs 
 
Teacher Sample Description 
Race    White/Non-Hispanic – 73.9%   African-American – 9.2% 

Hispanic – 9.0%    Other – 7.9% 
 

Education  44.6% Master’s Degree 
Level  49.6% Bachelors Degree 

4.2%   Associates or less 
 
Training Specialized training to enhance children’s transition to preschool – 35.7% 
  Specialized training to enhance children’s transition to K – 39.3% 
 
Experience  Experience with infant toddlers – Majority (82.6%) no experience 
with Young Experience with preschool 33.5% 1-5 years; 30.3% 6-10 years. 
Children  Experience with kindergarten – Majority (56.6%) no experience 
 
Children 62.0% of ALL teachers have at least 1 child who had received EI services  
with Special  68.0% of teachers who currently served 1 or more children with special  
Needs   needs reported that at least 1 child came from the state EI system.   
 
School Description 
Metropolitan Urban – 32.4%   Suburban – 19.1% 
Status  Small Town – 27.8%   Rural – 20.2% 
 
Location  Housed in elementary school building – 70.3% 
of Preschool  Housed in another building on elementary campus – 14.6% 
  Housed in building separate from elementary campus – 15.0% 
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Table 1.  Frequencies of Transition Practices Used by Public School Preschool Teachers 
 

Transition Practices Percent Used (N) 
A talk with the child’s parents after school starts 95.0 (2296) 
A talk with the child’s parents before school starts 84.7 (2048) 
A letter to the child’s parents after school starts 84.4 (2038) 
An open house for parents and children after school starts 76.9 (1859) 
An open house for parents and children before school starts 74.0 (1789) 
A letter to the child’s parents before school starts 73.3 (1772) 
Written records of the child’s past experience or status were made 
available 74.1 (1791) 

A meeting with child and family after school starts 73.1 (1768) 
Contacts facilitated between parents of children in my class 73.2 (1770) 
A flyer or informational brochure sent before school starts 72.4 (1751) 
Written records of the child’s past experiences and status were 
reviewed 72.4 (1749) 

A meeting with child and family before school starts 70.7 (1710) 
Participation in preschool registration for my school or district 67.3 (1627) 
A flyer or informational brochure sent after school starts 66.4 (1605) 
Regular meetings among school, early childhood, and preschool staff in 
community 59.8 (1446) 

Contacts made to develop a coordinated curriculum with other 
preschool programs 48.0 (1159) 

A letter to the child sent before school starts 42.8 (1035) 
A visit to the child’s home after school starts 39.9 (965) 
Informal contacts with sending providers/teachers about children 41.1 (993) 
A visit to the child’s home before school starts 37.6 (910) 
A letter to the child sent after school starts 30.6 (740) 
Providers/teachers bring next year’s children to my classroom 28.9 (699) 
A call to the child before school starts 22.5 (544) 
A call to the child after school starts 22.4 (540) 
Teacher visits sending programs 22.0 (532) 
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